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Musician, visual maker, and self-taught curator, Amit Hai Cohen 
works on the Jerusalem-Morocco axis, creating rich universes 
with mixed identities, languages, and aesthetics through his 
highly multidisciplinary creative process. He composes music for 
film and dance, including works like “King David” (2023) and 'Oil 
on Water,' for which he co-wrote the script and he has created 
several films such as "Stop the Evacuation'' and the musical “To 
Box with God'' (2021), along with numerous video clips and 
other visual projects. 

Amit has produced numerous international musical projects, 
including ‘Abiadi’ and the electro-atlas show Arénas, 
collaborating with artists from the North African scene such as 
Moktar Gania, Karim Ziad and Kabareh Cheikhats. In 2019, he 
curated "Ziara”, the Jerusalem Biennale's flagship exhibit 
featuring works by top contemporary Moroccan artists from 
around the world. Since then, he has been creating content for 
museums, including a recent contribution to the permanent 
exhibit of the ׳Tower of David׳ . 

Amit, along with his life and stage partner Neta Elkayam, starred 
in director Kamal Hachkar's documentary film ‘In Your Eyes I See 
my Country’ (2019), which explores their early careers. In 2019, 
they were awarded the Erez Biton Prize for ‘Originality, Courage, 
and Breakthrough’. In 2022, Amit and Neta collaborated to create 
‘Hilula,’ a multidisciplinary opera. 



Films
Amit Hai Cohen created several films, including 'Traf Traf,’ (2009) 'Stop the 
Evacuation,’ (2012) which is part of a series of films within the struggles he took 
part in, and the docu-music films 'Ya Lhmama’ (2013) and 'To Box with God’ (2021).



sountracks
Contributing his unique musical touch to various projects, Amit has composed 
numerous soundtracks for cinema and dance, including works such as 'King 
David', 'Levantinit', 'Oil on Water’, for which he also co-wrote the screenplay, and 
the theme song for Hana Azoulai Hasfari's film 'Orange People’.



Curating ‘ZIARA’,  the international flagship exhibition of the 2019 
Jerusalem Biennale, Amit Hai Cohen brought together top 
Moroccan artists from around the globe to showcase shared 
wisdom. Held at the historic YMCA building for two months, it 
became one of the most highly attended events in the Biennale's 
history.
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As part of his work as a content creator for 
museums, Amit recently collaborated with 
illustrator David Polanski to create an 
immersive video installation for the Tower of 
David Museum's permanent exhibition. This 
portrayal of Jerusalem's yearly cycle across 
three religions showcases Amit's concept, 
scripting, and a soundtrack blending prayers 
and songs from over 60 worshippers and 
musicians.

https://www.estwanathai.com/ziara


During the installation of ‘ZIARA’ exhibition at 
the Jerusalem Biennale 2019.
Photo by Emil Salman 

https://www.haaretz.com/life/2019-10-23/ty-article-magazine/.premium/new-art-exhibition-brings-modern-morocco-to-israel/0000017f-dec6-db22-a17f-fef7aab40000
https://www.haaretz.co.il/gallery/art/2019-10-16/ty-article-magazine/.premium/0000017f-e17f-d804-ad7f-f1ff2f7f0000
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHOEhzNYuig&embeds_referring_euri=https://www.amithaicohen.com/&embeds_referring_origin=https://www.amithaicohen.com&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo
https://moroccotravelblog.com/scalia_news/jewish-moroccan-filmmaker-amit-hai-cohen-curates-4th-jerusalem-biennale/
https://fr.le360.ma/culture/le-maroc-a-la-biennale-de-jerusalem-quand-lart-reussit-la-ou-la-politique-echoue-201573/?fbclid=IwAR0VWcSwcduEX7TavV-iEir5oLdUzLuwuIbEvoQZQrLY9DyA27wmTbGxSBs#.XcHbkNXqzmJ.facebook


Musical 
Collaborations
Known for his distinctive sound, Amit has 
played with musical icons like Rabbi Haim 
Louk and Maurice El Madiuni. He has 
produced for the renowned Gnawa master, 
Moktar Gania, and arranged for ensembles 
and orchestras such as the Andalusian 
Orchestra of Ashdod and Montreal. 
Additionally, he has shared the stage with 
Karim Ziad, Kabareh Cheikhats, the poet 
Roy Hasan, and others.



Directing music, dance, and art videos has played a vital 
role in Amit’s body of work in recent years, collaborating 
with The Piyut ensemble, choreographer Tzvika Hizikias, 
Moktar Gania, leading organizations, museums, and others

VISUAL WORKS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fkx9VnOOVNM


“A	true	pearl	has	emerged	from	the	hands	of	Amit	Hai	Cohen;		
something	which	is	both	a	pleasure	for	those	familiar	with		
the	tangles	of	Moroccan	music	and	for	those	who	may	not		
be	accustomed	but	approach	it	with	an	ear	willing	to	listen.”	
Albert	Swissa,	Author,	curator	and	art	cri?c

“The	psychedelic	musical	documentary	“To	Box	with	God”		
is	one	of	the	most	impressive,	enigma?c	and	bizarre		
crea?ons	you	will	view”	
Goel	Pinto,	Journalist	and	film	cri?c	

Frame from ‘TO BOX WITH GOD’ 

“This	work,	‘To	Box	with	God’,	by	Amit	Hai	Cohen	and	Jojo	is	
pure	beauty	and	wisdom	composed	of	visualia,	sound	and	
lyricism-	Man,	just	so	much	wisdom.”	
Khen	Elmaleh,	DJ	and	journalist	



NETA ELKAYAM 
Together with the international artist and singer, Neta Elkayam, 
Amit performed around the world arranging and musically 
producing projects such as ‘Abiadi’, the tribute to Zohara Elafsia, 
and the electro show ‘Arenas’. Together they collaborated with 
top artists in the North African scene and gathered around them 
a large audience and worldwide recognition. In 2022, they 
created the multidisciplinary opera "Hilula" for the Israel 
Festival.

With partner in life and creation



‘In Your Eyes I See My Country’ (2019), a 
film by Kamal Hachkar, documents the 
early musical journey of Amit Hai Cohen 
and Neta Elkayam along the Morocco-
Jerusalem axis. The film aired multiple 
times during Moroccan prime-time 
television and was screened at festivals 
worldwide.

At the premiere of the 2019 Marrakesh 
Film FestivalThe couple participated in several documentaries, 

including Ron Cahlili's 'Tsafrokaim' and Jumana 
Mana's 'A Magical Substance Flows into Me'

https://pan-african-music.com/neta-elkayam-maroc-terre-promise/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11928104/
http://www.apple.com
https://americansephardi.org/news/re-imagining-jewish-moroccan-music-and-identity-pluralism-womens-voices-and-piyyut/
https://www.yabiladi.com/articles/details/48788/239637/493865/amit-cohen-israel-musique-traditionnelle.html?utm_source=newsletter_actu&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_actus_html


Amit Hai Cohen and Neta Elkayam currently 
reside in New Orleans, Louisiana, where 
they pursue their creative passions. They 
participate as visiting artists for the 'BAMAH' 
program at Xavier University, sharing 
insights about their art, life experiences, and 
everything in between.
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